PROCEEDINGS 


OF  THE 

EASTERN  PENNSYLVANIA 


EMPERANCE  CONYENTION; 


HELD  ON 


TUESDAY,  DECEMBER  26,  1843, 


IN  THE  HALL  OF  CHINESE  I^IUSEUM,  PHILADELPHIA. 


PHILADELPHIA: 

MERRIHEW  AND  THOMPSON,  PRINTERS. 

No.  7  Carter’s  Alley. 


1844. 


4 


\ 


\ 


\ 


\ 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2018  with  funding  from 

This  project  is  made  possible  by  a  grant  from  the  Institute  of  Museum  and  Library  Services  as  administered  by  the  Pennsylvania  Department  of  Education  through  the  Office  of  Commonwealth  Libraries 


https;//archive.org/d^ils/pfoceedingsofeasOOe^st 


1  • 


PROCEEDINGS 


OF  THE 

EASTERN  PENNSYLVANIA  TEMPERANCE  CONVENTION.' 


Pursuant  to  the  Call,  the  Deleorates  from 
I!  different  Temperance  Societies  met  in  the 
loon  of  the  Chinese  Museum,  on  Tuesday, 
c.  26th,  1843.  The  meeting  was  called  to 
ler  by  G.  W.  Reed,  who  nominated  Leonard 
^ell,  as  President  pro.  tern.  Prayer  was 
ered  by  Rev.  John  Chambers.  The  follow- 
f  Societies  were  present  by  delegates,  viz  : 
Hancock  Total  Abstinence  Society  ;  Dela- 
re  county  Temperance  Society ;  Spring 
lirden  do.;  Howard  do.;  Washington  do.; 
Terson  do.;  Hunt  do.;  Plumstead,  Bucks 
mty  do.;  Benjamin  Rush  do.;  Northern  Li- 
'ties  do.;  State  do.;  Roxborough  and  Mana- 
nk  do.;  Norristown  do.;  City  and  County 
mperance  Convention  ;  Young  Men’s  So- 
ty  ;Marpleand  Haverford  do.;  New  Bucks 
.;  Yardleyville,  Bucks  county,  do.;  Provi¬ 
nce  Township  Union;  Delaware  county; 
bwningstown,  Chester  county  ;  Kenneth 
iwnship  Society;  New  Linden  Ruramerford 
1.;  Union  Society,  Philada. ;  Willistown, 
'tester  county,  do.;  New  London  do.;  Allen- 
Ivn,  Pa.,  do.;  Newtown  do.;  Willstown  do.; 
illiam  Penn,  Montgomery  county,  do.; 
•mperance  Beneficial  do.;  North  Mulberry, 
1.;  Attleborough  do.;  Lieperville  do.;  Marcus 
i)ok  do.;  Upper  Chichester,  Delaware coun- 
do.;  Buckingham,  Bucks  county,  do.; 
neville  do.;  Holmesburgh  do.;  East  Town, 
•tester  county,  do.;  Levin  Society,  Philada.; 
brthern  Liberty  Washington  do.;  Franklin, 
bper  Merion,  Society;  Pioneer  do.;  Water- 
]le.  Delaware  county.  Society;  Norristown 
ashington  do.;  George  Fox,  do.;  Chester 
Itrough  Society  ;  Orwigsburgh,  Schuylkill 
mnty,  do.;  Frankford  Jefferson  do.;  Mount 
irnon,  Chester  county,  do.;  German  Peace 
•ciety;  Newtown,  Delaware  county,  So- 
<!ty  ;  St.  Paul’s  Lower  Meriondo.;  Washing- 
h  Good  Will  do.;  German  Union  do.;  Edge- 
>)nt,  Delaware  county,  do.;  and  the  West 
'tester  Society. 

V.  committee  of  one  from  each  Society  repre¬ 


sented  was  appointed  to  nominate  officers  for 
the  permanent  organization  of  the  Convention, 
who  handed  in  the  following  report,  which 
was  unanimously  adopted. 

President. — Dr.  John  H.  Gordon. 

Vice  Presidents. — R.  E.  Shultz,  Elihu  D. 
Tarr,  W.H.  Stokes,  Rev.  J.  W.  Mecasky,  Rev. 
Samuel  Aaron,  James  Lewis,  Oliver  Brooks, 
L.  Lapp,  Dr.  Hickman,  J.  S.  Stevens,  Rev. 
Mr.  Howard,  E.  D.  Barrett,  and  Mr.  Polk. 

Secretary, — G.  W^ashington  Reed. 

Assistant  Secretaries, — H,  L,  Smith,  E,  J. 
Yard. 

There  being  present  a  number  of  members 
of  Societies,  from  New  Jersey  and  Delaware, 
they  were  invited  to  take  seats  in  the  Conven¬ 
tion. 

On  taking  his  seat,  the  President,  in  a  brief 
speech,  thanked  the  Convention  for  the  honor 
conferred  on  him,  and  asked  the  indulgence 
and  co-operation  of  the  delegates  while  dis¬ 
charging  the  duties  which  had  devolved  upon 
him. 

Mr.  Paxson  rose  to  address  the  Chair,  He 
said  that  it  did  not  comport  with  the  short 
time  they  had  before  them  to  lake  up  much  of 
it  in  speech-making  ;  but  he  thought  it  would 
be  proper  to  state  the  reason  which  induced 
the  friends  of  temperance  to  call  this  Conven¬ 
tion.  He  said  it  was  for  the  purpose  of  as¬ 
certaining  whether  the  reform  and  its  im¬ 
provements  had  become  sufficiently  general, 
and  whether  it  was  proper  to  attempt  legisla¬ 
tive  action  in  relation  to  the  rum  traffic.  He 
spoke  of  public  opinion,  and  said  that  if  legis¬ 
lative  action  were  premature,  they  wouid  have 
to  retrograde.  In  view,  therefore,  of  testing 
this  matter,  he  moved  that  a  committee  of 
seven  be  appointed  for  the  purpose  of  prepar¬ 
ing  such  business  for  the  Convention  as  would 
best  advance  the  cause  for  which  it  had  been 
convened. 

After  a  short  discussion,  the  motion  was 
carried,  and  the  Chair  then  appointed  the 
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following  gentlem‘=in  that  committee  : — Ed. 
Paxson,  Wm.  H.  Johnson,  of  Bucks  county; 
J.  J.  Lewis,  of  Delaware  co. ;  P.  S.  White, 
of  Philadelphia  ;  Joseph  Thompson,  of  Ches¬ 
ter,  and  S.  F.  Benfield,  of  Schuylkill  coun¬ 
ty* 

Philip  S.  White  moved  that  a  committee 
be  appointed  to  prepare  an  address  to  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  this  State.  Motion  adopted,  and  P.  S. 
White,  Chas.  Lombard,  and  Rev.  D.  Long- 
more  were  appointed.  Dr.  H.  Gibbons  was 
afterwards  added  to  the  committee. 

When  the  business  committee  had  retired, 
a  motion  was  made  and  unanimously  adopted, 
that  the  Rev.  John  Chambers  be  requested  to 
deliver  an  address  during  the  interval.  In 
compliance  with  this  request  he  came  forward 
and  stated  that  he  had  been  called  upon  very 
unexpectedly,  but  that  this  was  a  subject  upon 
which  a  man  was  always  prepared  to  speak. 
He  took  a  rapid  glance  at  the  influence  of 
temperance  physically,  mentally,  politically 
and  religiously.  That  it  had  gone  through 
the  length  and  breadth  of  the  land,  blessing 
every  thing  and  every  man  that  it  touched. 
He  drew  a  vivid  picture  of  its  influence  on  all 
departments  of  life,  and  particularly  in  giving 
strength  and  stability  to  our  public  schools. 
That  the  poor  little  ragged  boy  once  deserted 
by  his  drunken  parent,  is  now  decently  clad 
and  introduced  to  the  Hall  of  Science,  there  to 
gather  the  elements  of  knowledge  which  in 
after  life  were  destined  to  place  the  son  of  the 
poor  on  equal  grounds  with  the  pampered 
child  of  the  rich.  We  rejoice  to  say  that  all 
parties  in  the  state,  and  all  sects  in  the  church 
are  found  battling  shoulder  to  shoulder  in 
this  great  enterprize.  He  drew  a  thrilling 
picture  of  the  poor  forsaken  drunkard  when 
placed  in  contrast  with  the  drunkard  maker, 
he  enquired  why  it  was  that  the  drunkard  was 
driven  from  the  privileges  of  the  church, 
while  the  drunkard  maker  who  had  grown 
rich  on  the  blood  stained  sixpences  of  the  poor, 
was  received  in  good  fellowship  and  elevated 
to  prominent  stations  in  the  house  of  God  ! 

“If,”  said  he,  in  his  peculiarly  striking 
manner,  “the  drunkard  cannot  get  into  the 
Kingdom  of  Heaven,  what  shall  become  of 
the  drunkard  maker]”  He  then  proceeded  to 
speak  of  the  influences  that  are  being  thrown 
around  this  glorious  enterprize,  and  dwelt 
particularly  upon  the  noble  stand  taken  by 
our  Courts  of  Justice.  “Look  to  Judge 
King,”  said  he,  the  only  kind  of  Kings  that 
Americans  honor;  look  to  Judge  Parsons,  and 
I  wish  that  all  our  Parsons  w’ere  as  good 
Temperance  men  as  he,  and  then  tell  me  if 
this  cause  is  not  destined  to  glorious  and  un¬ 
qualified  victory.”  After  calling  upon  the 
Convention  to  unite  in  harmony,  and  to  look 
to  God  as  their  guide  and  guard,  he  sat  down 
amidst  the  loud  plaudits  of  the  assemblage. 

Then  adjourned  to  2  o’clock,  P.  M. 


AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

A  resolution  was  adopted,  permitting 
person  to  speak  more  than  twice  on  any  o 
subject,  and  then  not  more  than  ten  minut 
at  a  time. 

An  invitatior\.was  extended  to  Professo 
Gibson,  Mutter  and  Meigs,  to  take  seats 
this  Convention.  Letters  were  addressed 
them  by  the  Secretary,  and  an  answer  returu 
in  writing  by  Dr.  Gibson,  stating  his  inabili , 
under  peculiar  circumstances  to  be  present  ■ 
the  afternoon  session;  but  expressing  a  ho|j 
that  he  might  be  present  with  us  before  tl 
students  of  the  University,  urging  upon  the 
the  importance  of  total  abstinence.  The  BuSj 
ness  Committee  not  being  ready  to  report,  tl 
Rev.  Mr.  Boyle  was  called  upon  to  addrei 
the  Convention,  which  he  did  very  happill 
for  a  short  period.  A  preamble  and  series 
resolutions  were  then  offered  by  John  Dunga  : 
which  were,  after  some  discussion,  laid  c 
the  table. 

The  following  preamble  and  resolutioi 
from  the  business  committee  were  then  take 
up . 

Whereas^  It  is  anti-republican  that  a  coi 
stant  and  enormous  public  expense  should  1 
incurred  for  any  purpose,  without  the  consei 
of  the  majority  of  Tax-payers — and  wherea 
a  very  great  proportion  of  our  domestic  tax; 
tion  arises  from  the  cost  of  prosecuting  cr 
minals  and  maintaining  drunken  paupers  an 
their  immediate  families — and  whereas,  tl: 
traffic  in  intoxicating  liquors  as  a  beverage  1 
the  exclusive  cause  of  all  this  expense,  p; 
verty  and  crime — and  whereas,  this  traffic  i 
licensed  and  carried  on  by  the  immediat 
agency  of  a  very  small  minority  of  the  people 
Therefore, 

Resolved^  That  no  person  ought  to  be  pei 
mitted  to  vend,  distribute,  or  supply  intoxicj 
ting  beverages  in  any  township,  ward  or  be 
rough  of  this  Commonwealth,  without  th 
express  consent  of  the  majority  of  the  voter 
residing  therein. 

Resolved^  That  a  committee  be  appointei 
forthwith,  to  report  to  this  Convention  thi 
form  of  a  memorial  to  the  Legislature,  in  ac 
cordance  with  the  foregoing  resolution. 

Messrs.  Jaques,  Reed,  Rev.  D.  Longmore 
Dr.  Gibbons,  E.  Paxson,  Esq.,  J.  S.  Smith 
D.  G.  Walton,  J  L.  Pickering,  Rev.  S 
Aaron,  Rev.  John  Chambers,  Dr.  Corson  anc 
Charles  Lombarte  took  part  in  the  discussion 
and  the  preamble  and  resolutions  were  finally 
adopted  almost  unanimously. 

A  Committee  to  draft  such  a  memorial  ir 
accordance  with  the  resolution  just  passed, 
was  appointed,  consisting  of  Messrs.  G.  W.i 
Reed,  J.  S.  Fletcher,  and  H.  L.  Powell,  whe 
made  a  report,  which  after  some  amendments, 
was  adopted,  as  follows : —  ' 
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^0  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  &c. 
Your  petitioners,  respectfully  representing 
lat  they  believe  that  the  majority  of  the  evils 
^hich  afflict  our  community,  arise  from  the 
lanufacture,  use,  and  sale  of  intoxicating  li- 
uors  as  a  beverage;  and  believing  that  a  pri- 
ileged  few  should  not  be  permitted  to  impose 
□ch  grievous  evils  on  any  community,  espe- 
ially  if  a  majority  of  the  people  are  opposed 
)  it,  ask  you.  as  a  matter  of  justice  to  our* 
elves,  our  children,  and  our  countrymen,  to 
ass  a  law  giving  to  each  ward,  district,  town 
hip,  and  borough,  the  privilege  of  deciding 
ach  year,  at  the  ballet  box,  at  the  March  elec- 
on,  whether  intoxicating  liquors  shall  be 
old  in  any  place  within  their  respective 
mils. 

The  annexed  resolutions  from  the  Business 
/ommiftee,  were  unanimously  approved  : 
Resolved,  That  the  subjects  recommended 
y  the  several  Presidents  of  the  United  States, 
nd  the  Governors  of  their  respective  States, 
1  their  Annual  Messages,  though  suggesting 
nd  urging  the  passage  of  many  salutary  laws 
)r  the  suppression  of  evils  incident  to  go- 
ernment  and  society,  have  not  been  such  as 
le  country  stands  most  in  need  of. 

Resolved,  That  we  look  upon  the  introduc- 
on  of  intoxicating  liquots  from  abroad  as 
rell  as  the  manufacture  of  the  same  at  home, 
s  having  caused  the  greatest  amount  of  evil 
1  our  beloved  land,  and  that  we,  therefore, 
elieve  it  a  duty  now  highly  incumbent  on  the 
aid  Presidents  and  Governors,  to  urge  this 
tatter  upon  the  consideration  of  Congress 
nd  the  Legislatures,  as  having  the  highest 
laiins  upon  their  constant  and  urgent  inter- 
trence. 

Resolved,  That  we  are  deeply  sensible  of 
te  high  ground  which  the  several  Courts 
ave  taken  of  late  in  relation  to  the  neglect  of 
fficers  whose  duty  it  lias  been  to  suppress 
ppling  houses;  and  while  we  thank  them  for 
leir  efforts,  we  w'ould  respectfully  call  their 
ttention  to  a  more  rigid  inquiry  into  the  se- 
eral  applicants  for  tavern  licenses,  as  we  be- 
eve  that  not  one  third  w’ho  have  obtained 
lem  have  such  qualifications  as  the  law  re- 
uires. 

The  following  resolution,  offered  by  Mr. 
'axion,  enforced  by  some  eloquent  remarks, 
'as  adopted. 

Resolved,  That  we  do  hereby  exhort  the 
linisters  and  professors  of  the  Christian  re¬ 
gion,  to  use  efforts  far  more  extensive  and 
onstant  than  they  have  heretofore  done,  to 
romote  the  temperance  reformation. 

Samuel  Aaron  proposed  the  following, 
fflich  was  laid  on  the  table,  to  be  taken  up 
>morrow  morning. 

Resolved,  That  such  political  action  as  gives 
preference  to  the  strictl)'^  sober  and  tempe- 
ite  man  over  the  drunkard  or  moderate 
rinker,  or  the  apologist  of  drinking,  is  essen- 
ial  to  the  support  of  temperance  principles, 


and  indispensable  to  the  very  existence  of  our 
Republican  Institutions. 

The  following  resolution  was  offered  by 
Dr.  Gibbons,  to  be  inserted  next  after  the 
preamble  and  resolutions  on  the  subject  of 
petitioning  the  Legislature.  It  was  postponed 
till  the  morning. 

Resnlvid,  That  in  adopting  the  foregoing 
resolutions,  this  Convention  discard  the  idea 
that  the  traffic  in  intoxicating  liquor  as  a  be¬ 
verage  can  be  rightfully  pursued  under  any 
circumstances ;  but  we  boldly  proclaim  the 
principle  that  it  is  an  aggravated  nuisance, 
and  that  no  legislation  is  perfect  that  does  not 
regard  it  as  such,  by  prohibiting  it  as  unquali¬ 
fiedly  as  theft,  burglary,  murder  and  other 
acknowledged  crimes. 

After  the  appointment  of  a  Finance  Com¬ 
mittee,  the  Convention  adjourned. 

WEDNESDAY  MORNING  SESSION. 

Mr.  Everhart,  from  Huntingdon  county,  re¬ 
ported  that  in  thatcounty  in  1841,  there  were 
76  licensed  taverns  in  1842,  the  number  was 
reduced  to  56;  in  1843,  to  26  houses,  and  he 
hoped  that  in  January,  1844  the  number  would 
be  still  further  reduced  to  12.  In  the  lower 
end  of  the  county,  there  are  ten  townships, 
where  intoxicating  liquors  are  'not  sold. — 
There  are  about  ten  thousand  adult,  and  five 
thousand  juvenile  signers  to  the  cold  water 
pledge,  and  so  thoroughly  had  the  total  absti¬ 
nence  principles  taken  hold  upon  the  people, 
that  there  was  no  individual  taken  up  for 
office  by  either  political  party  whose  name 
was  not  to  be  found  upon  their  pledge.  Dr. 
Longshore,  from  Bucks  county,  as  also  Mr. 

C.  Lombarte,  from  the  same  county,  report¬ 
ed  concerning  their  own  sections.  The  re¬ 
port  of  the  Allentown  Washingtonian  Society 
was  read  ;  in  it  they  state  that  there  are  1 151 
members,  44  of  whom  were  once  habitual 
drunkards,  and  150  moderate  drinkers.  That 
four  other  societies  have  been  started  recently 
embracing  about  500  members,  making  a 
grand  sum  of  1651  total  abstinence  members 
in  Lehigh  county.  They  also  state  that  the 
principal  difficulty  under  which  they  have  to 
labor,  arose  from  the  fact  that  opposition  has 
been  made  to  their  progress  by  the  clergy, 
with  some  few  honorable  exceptions. 

The  postponed  resolution  of  Dr.  H.  Gib¬ 
bons  was  then  taken  up,  and  after  much 
warm  and  animated  discussion,  in  which 
several  amendments  were  offered  and  rejected, 
the  resolution  was  passed  by  a  large  majo¬ 
rity. 

The  following  resolution  was  offered  by  E. 

D.  Tarr,  and  unanimously  adopted. 

Resolved, — That  a  committee  of  five  be  ap¬ 
pointed  to  draft  a  memorial  to  the  Judges  of 
the  Quarter  Sessions  of  the  city  and  county 
of  Philadelphia,  setting  forth  what  we  con¬ 
ceive  to  be  the  evils  of  the  existing  license 
laws  of  this  State,  and  the  remedies  proposed 
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by  this  convention  to  obtain  their  opinion 
upon  the  same,  and  ask  their  co-operation  in 
carrying  forward  this  great  reform. 

Messrs.  E.  D.  Tarr.  Rev.  J.  Chambers, 
Dr.  Gibbons,,  Mahlon  Linton,  and  Rev.  S, 
Aaron,  were  appointed.  Adjourned, 

AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

The  following  resolution  was  offered  by  J. 

S.  Beck,  and  unanimously  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  we  recommend  the  Olive 

Branch  to  the”support  of  the  temperance  com* 
munity  for  the  able  support  it  gives  to  the 
cause. 

S.  Aaron’s  resolution  on  political  action  was 
taken  up,  and  after  some  discussion,  adopted 
unanimously. 

Dr.  H.  Gibbons,  from  the  committee  on  the 
subject,  read  an  address  to  the  people  of  the 
State,  which  was  adopted  by  acclamation,  and 
ordered  to  be  published  with  the  proceedings. 

It  was  Resolved^  That  a  committee  of  five  be 
appointed  to  revise  and  prepare  for  publica¬ 
tion  the  proceedings  of  this  Convention,  and 
to  furnish  each  Society  represented  in  the 
Eastern  District  of  this  State  with  copies  of 
them,  and  that  a  collection  be  taken  up  to  de¬ 
fray  the  expenses.  Dr.  Gibbons,  P.  S.  White, 

T,  Watson,  G.  W.  Reed,  and  S.  Woodward 
were  appointed. 

A  series  of  resolutions  were  offered  by  Mr. 
Longmore,  which  were  withdrawn,  and  a 
substitute  was  offered  by  E.  D.  Tarr,  as  fol¬ 
lows  : 

Besolved^  That  while  we  deprecate  the  sale 
of  intoxicating  drinks  at  any  time,  yet  should 
the  Legislature  of  this  State  not  prohibit,  by 
law,  its  entire  sale,  that  we  urge  upon  them 
the  importance  of  prohibiting,  by  a  heavy  pe¬ 
nally,  its  sale  as  a  beverage  on  the  Christian 
Sabbath,  and  that  no  exception  be  made  in 
regard  to  any  class. 

This  resolution  led  to  an  animated  debate, 
which  continued  until  the  hour  of  adjourn¬ 
ment,  when  the  Convention  adjourned  to  meet 
at  half  past  six  o’clock  in  the  evening. 

EVENING  SESSION, 

The  Committee  appointed  this  morning  to 
draft  a  memorial  to  the  .Judges of  the  Court  of 
Quarter  Sessions,  reported  one,  which  was 
unanimously  adopted. 

The  resolution  offered  by  E.  D.  Tarr,  was 
then  taken  up,  and  a  long  and  interesting  dis¬ 
cussion  ensued.  S,  Aaron  opposed  it,  on  the 
ground  that  he  disapproved  of  legislation  for 
the  observance  of  the  Sabbath,  and  also,  be¬ 
cause  the  step  could  not  be  taken  with  suffi¬ 
cient  unanimity  to  render  it  effectual.  A  mo¬ 
tion  to  lay  it  on  the  table  was  finally  made  by 
Rev.  Mr.  Brainard,  and  seconded  by  Rtv. 
John  Chambers,  who  took  a  similar  view. 
The  previous  question  being  moved,  and  the 
vote  coming  directly  on  the  resolution,  it  was 
negatived  by  a  decided  majority. 


After  some  other  unimportant  proceedings 
the  Convention  adjourned,  with  a  resolutior 
to  overthrow  the  government  of  old  King' 
Alcohol.  I 

G.  W,  REED,  Secretary t  j 


ADDRESS  TO  THE  PEOPLE.  ; 

Fellow  Citizens  : 

We  claim  your  serious  attention  for  a  few 
moments,  while  we  address  you  on  a  subject 
which  concerns  the  destinies  of  our  country 
and  the  temporal  and  eternal  welfare  of  everj 
citizen. 

A  few  years  ago,  the  voice  of  discord  was 
sounded  in  the  temperance  ranks.  Some  o 
us,  rejoicing  in  the  mighty  impulse  impartec 
to  our  cause  by  the  Washingtonian  rnovo 
ment,  embraced  the  idea  that  tlie  glorious  trl 
umph  of  temperance  could  be  best  achievec 
by  exclusively  moral  means.  It  was  believec 
that  rum-drinking  and  rum-selling  could  bt 
frowned  out  of  existence  by  an  enlightened 
public  sentiment;  and  the  fond  hope  was 
cherished  that  the  day  was  nigh  when  tht 
drunkard-maker  would  not  dare  to  lift  up  hit 
face  in  this  community. 

In  order  to  bring  about  this  sound  state  ol 
public  sentiment,  we  have  spared  no  pains  tc 
scatter  the  seeds  of  truth,  and  to  pour  the  rayt 
of  light  into  the  minds  of  the  venders  of  in¬ 
toxicating  drink.  Our  efforts  have  not  been 
without  success.  Many  of  that  class  have 
listened  to  the  calls  of  reason  and  humanity, 
and  shown,  by  abandoning  the  ruinous  trade, 
that  they  loved  their  neighbors  and  their  coun¬ 
try.  The  ranks  of  the  rum-seller  have  been 
sifted,  and  those  who  remain  are  deaf  to  the 
voice  of  justice  and  the  appeals  of  humac 
suffering.  In  vain  have  we  placed  before 
them  one  hundred  thousand  of  their  country¬ 
men,  miserable  wrecks  of  humanity,  paupers 
on  the  public  charge,  robbed  by  them  of  pro¬ 
perty,  health,  hope  and  happiness.  In  vain 
have  we  told  them  of  their  fifty  thousand  cus¬ 
tomers  and  dupes,  immured  by  them  yeariji 
in  the  gloomy  j  Jl.  In  vain  have  we  stretched 
out  our  arms  on  behalf  of  thirty  thousand  ma¬ 
niacs,  the  fruits  of  their  traffic,  in  whom  thej 
have  blasted  the  attributes  of  reason,  and 
effaced  the  image  of  the  Almighty.  In  vair 
have  we  pointed  them  to  the  fresh  graves  u: 
thirty  thousand  American  citizens,  which  thej 
have  digged  and  filled  through  the  profits  o 
their  year’s  labor.  In  vain  have  we  brough 
to  their  view  the  dying  beds  of  this  vast  arraj 
of  victims,  embittered  by  horrors  which  n( 
human  tongue  can  describe  In  vain  have  W( 
begged  them  to  contemplate  the  three  hundrec 
thousand  loathsome  drunkards,  the  work  o 
their  hands,  now  staggering  towards  eternity 
and  appeal  to  them,  on  behalf  of  the  pining 
wives  and  haggard  children  of  this  mightj 
host,  on  whom  they  are  inflicting  the  torments 
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'  the  damned.  They  have  turned  a  deaf  ear 
the  cries  of  the  afliicted.  They  have  steeled 
eir  hearts  against  the  emotions  of  sympathy. 
Gammon  is  their  god.  To  win  the  sordid 
•ize  they  grind  the  faces  of  the  poor  and 
ast  the  hopes  of  youth — they  wring  the 
jart  of  the  wife,  and  snatch  the  last  crumb 
om  the  mouth  of  her  starving  child.  To 
rasp  their  victim’s  gold  they  clutch  his  soul, 
arnpyre-like  they  suck  the  life  blood  of  their 
)untrymen,  and  flood  the  land  with  burning 
irses. 

Those  among  us  who  supposed  that  rum- 
rinking  and  rum-selling  could  be  rooted  out 
Y  argument  and  persuasion,  have  been  dis- 
)pointed  in  the  result,  and  are  now  prepared 
I  go  with  their  brethren  in  the  advocacy  of 
Iditional  means.  The  differences  which 
ireatened  a  short  time  since  to  thwart  the 
imperance  movement,  are  therefore  healed, 
id  it  is  our  pleasing  duty  to  inform  you  that, 
i  the  present  Convention,  entire  harmony  has 
revailed  on  this  point,  and  all,  without  ex- 
iption,  are  prepared  to  labor  side  by  side 
id  shoulder  to  shoulder,  not  in  substituting 
!gal  for  moral  means,  and  placing  our  main 
fliance  on  the  former,  but  in  bringing  about 
irrect  legislation,  as  an  auxiliary  to  the 
lighty  and  efficient  influence  of  light  and 
)ve. 

The  habit  of  intemperance  is  so  insidious 
1  its  origin,  and  the  appetite  for  strong  drink 
1  powerful  when  formed,  that  we  are  forced 
)  conclude  that,  as  long  as  the  snare  is  set, 
0  long  will  men  fall  into  it.  Experience  has 
mght  us  that  as  long  as  men  will  drink,  so 
ing  will  men  be  found  base  enough  to  sell. 
Ve  are  bound  by  the  most  solemn  ties  of 
uty,  to  use  all  proper  means  to  remove  all 
le  causes  and  facilities  by  which  intemper- 
nce,  with  its  countless  train  of  evils,  is  per- 
etuated  among  us.  And  to  do  this  the  strong 
rm  of  the  law  must  be  invoked! 

And  why  notl  Why  is  the  business  of 
elling  rum  too  sacred  to  be  touched  by  law  ? 
s  it  because  the  physical,  moral,  and  intel- 
3Ctual  energies  of  the  people  are  crippled 
Trough  its  influence!  Is  it  because  we  are 
idebted  to  the  rum-seller  for  a  great  part  of 
le  enormous  taxes  with  which  we  are  bur- 
lened?  Is  it  because  the  stupendous  ma- 
hinery  of  our  Criminal  Courts,  and  Jails, 
nd  Poor  Houses  rests  on  this  foundation, 
nd  would  fall  to  the  ground  if  the  rum-traffic 
'ere  demolished  ! 

If  the  operation  of  public  sentiment  and 
loral  means  should  be  exclusively  relied  on 
)  suppress  the  sale  of  intoxicating  drink,  and 
’  it  be  wrong  to  invoke  legislation  for  this 
urpose,  on  what  principle  do  we  legislate 
very  year  against  vices  which  flow  directly 
om  that  sale!  Why  not  repeal  all  laws 
gainst  theft,  burglary,  arson,  murder!  In 
Jgard  to  these  crimes  public  sentiment  is 
erfectly  sound.  Every  one  condemns  them. 


But  were  the  penal  statutes  against  these  of¬ 
fences  repealed,  the  community  would  tremble 
in  every  nerve.  It  would  mend  the  matter 
but  little  if  the  privilege  of  committing  those 
crimes  with  impunity  were  granted  to  a  select 
few,  which  should  pay  for  a  license  to  that 
efifect. 

If  a  man  be  found  drunk,  he  is  liable  to 
arrest,  and  fine  or  imprisonment.  The  state 
has  legislated  against  drunkards.  Is  this 
wrong !  Then  repeal  the  law  and  allow 
every  body  to  get  drunk  and  roam  abroad 
with  impunity,  injuring  the  peace  of  Society 
and  endangering  the  lives  of  the  people.  Is 
it  right!  Then  on  the  same  principle,  and 
for  better  reasons,  enact  a  law  to  punish 
drunkard  makers. 

All  licensed  rumsellers  are  employees  of  the 
state.  Through  these  agents  the  state  holds 
out  temptation  to  her  citizens.  She  sets  the 
snare,  and  visits  a  punishment  on  the  unfortu¬ 
nate  wretch  who  falls  into  it.  Is  this  the  way 
the  Commonwealth  should  guard  the  public 
morals,  and  watch  over  the  welfare  of  her 
children ! 

The  right  to  suppress  the  sale  of  rum  by 
legal  enactment  is  acknowledged  by  the  pre¬ 
sent  license  law.  By  this  law,  the  mass  of 
the  people  are  prohibited  from  selling,  and 
the  right  is  conferred  on  a  privileged  few.  If 
the  legislature  have  the  right  or  power  to  pre¬ 
vent  99-lOOths  of  the  people  from  engaging  in 
this  traffic,  and  to  grant  all  its  profits  and  im¬ 
munities  to  the  few  who  compose  the  fractional 
part,  has  it  not  the  right  or  power  to  extend 
the  prohibition  to  those  few  !  We  boast  of 
our  republican  institutions,  and  the  absence  of 
privileged  classes,  while  we  pamper  in  our 
midst  a  privileged  order,  a  nobility  of  drunk¬ 
ard  makers,  infinitely  more  burdensome  than 
the  titled  drones  of  monarchy. 

Fellow  Citizens, — The  rum  traffic  must  be 
destroyed.  Our  suffering  country  demands  it. 
We  call  on  you  to  aid  us  in  the  work.  The 
rum-traffic  is  now  the  great  obstruction  to  the 
progress  of  the  cause  of  temperance.  There 
are  thousands  of  drunkards  in  the  Common¬ 
wealth  of  Pennsylvania  who  would  become 
good  citizens  if  the  temptations  extended  by 
the  rum  traffic  were  removed.  Let  them 
not  ask  in  vain  to  be  wrested  from  the  merci¬ 
less  grasp  of  the  rum-seller.  Let  not  their 
wives  cry  in  vain  to  us  to  labor  for  their  re¬ 
scue.  Let  not  their  children  in  vain  stretch 
out  their  tiny  hands  to  implore  our  aid.  Lst 
us  not  forget  that  the  door  of  the  rum  shop, 
leading  down  to  the  chambers  of  eternal  death, 
is  open  at  the  feet  of  our  offspring.  There 
is  not  a  day — not  a  moment  to  be  lost.  The 
rum  traffic  must  be  destroyed.  Let  public 
opinion  dig  for  it  a  grave  of  infamy,  and  the 
law  consign  it  to  an  iron  sepulchre,  beyond 
the  hope  of  resurrection. 

We  have  no  ill  will  towards  the  rum- 
seller.  We  would  do  him  no  harm.  On 
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the  contrary,  we  wish  him  well,  ami  for  that 
reason  we  tell  him  the  troth.  In  expressing 
our  sj’mpathy  for  his  ¥ictiins,  we  exercise 
mercy  towards  him;  for  we  regard  the  busi¬ 
ness  of  making  drunkards  as  a  crime  so  black 
and  damning,  that  the  sooner  the  rum-seller  is 
persuaded  or  shamed  or  driven  from  it,  the 
better  for  himself  as  well  as  for  the  commu¬ 
nity.  For  this  cause  we  seek  to  brand  his 
traffic  with  deep,  indelible,  eternal  infamy. 
If  moral  cowardice,  or  misplaced  sympathy 
deter  us  from  giving  utterance  to  the  whole 
testimony  of  truth,  the  blood  of  the  lum- 
seller  may  stain  our  garments. 

Brethren  we  beseech  you  who  profess 
the  name  of  temperance  to  be  faithful  to  your 
trust.  The  responsibility  of  a  mighty  moral 
reformation  rests  on  your  shoulders.  It  be¬ 
comes  us  to  carry  out  our  principles  in  all  the 
relations  of  life.  Let  the  world  see  and 
know  our  exact  position.  Let  us  write  the 
holy  name  of  temperance  on  the  outer  walls 
of  our  houses,  let  us  engrave  it  on  our  fore¬ 
heads  and  on  our  hearts.  Let  us  never  sacri¬ 
fice  the  pure  principles  of  temperance,  for 
selfish  or  political  purposes.  Virtue  and  in¬ 
telligence,  the  pillars  of  our  republic,  crumble 
into  dust  at  the  touch  of  intemperance.  So¬ 
briety  is  essential  to  the  permanence  and  ex¬ 
istence  of  our  free  institutions.  No  political 
achievement,  no  party  triumph,  can  compen¬ 
sate  for  its  loss.  Nor  is  it  in  the  power  of 
any  man  or  any  party,  to  ruin  our  country,  if 
the  people  are  temperate.  If  the  people  are 
not  temperate,  no  school  of  politics  or  system 
of  government  can  save  it.  As  patriots  then, 
it  behoves  us  to  carry  our  temperance  princi¬ 
ples  with  us  in  political  life,  and  to  refuse  on 
all  occasions  to  give  our  support  to  other  than 
sober  and  upright  men.  Let  us  tell  our  pub¬ 
lic  servants,  our  politicians,  and  our  aspirants 
to  office,  that  we  have  no  confidence  in  patriots 
who  drink  intoxicating  liquors.  Let  us  as¬ 
sure  them  that  we  doubt  their  love  of  country, 
while  they  hug  to  their  bosom  the  direst 
enemy  of  their  country.  Let  us  insist  that 
love  of  country  and  love  of  rum  are  as  incom¬ 
patible  as  virtue  and  vice.  Let  us  deny  the 
possession  of  true  religion  to  him  who  puts 
to  his  lips  a  curse  and  a  mocker,  the  foe  of  ah 
religion.  And  let  us  claim  of  all  who  profess 
tolove  their  God  that  they  show  it  by  extending 
their  love  to  man,  and  laboring  for  his  redemp¬ 
tion  from  the  cruel  bondage  of  intemperance. 


Finally,  brethren,  let  us  thank  God  fo 
what  has  been  done,  and  take  courage  fror 
the  past  to  press  onward  till  our  efforts  shal 
be  crowned  with  triumph.  Mighty  and  ap 
palling  as  are  the  evils  we  are  called  to  en 
counter,  we  should  reflect  that  they  are  muci 
less  so  than  17  years  ago,  when  this  gloriou 
reform;  which  now  overshadows  the  earth 
was  ushered  into  existence.  A  few  nobl 
spirits  then  dared  to  grapple  with  the  giant 
and  sound  the  tocsin  for  an  uncompromisinp 
and  exterminating  warfare  against  the  ruth 
less  monster.  And  now  the  nations  of  th 
earth  are  sending  to  ns  on  every  breeze  th 
offering  of  grateful  hearts,  that  America,  ou, 
country^  was  the  cradle  of  this  blessed  enter 
prize.  In  the  city  of  Philadelphia  assem 
bled  the  first  National  Temperance  Conven 
tion  ever  held,  at  which  the  immorality  of  thi 
traffic  in  alcohol,  then  a  bold  and  startlinf 
proposition,  was  proclaimed  to  the  world.  I 
was  fit  that  the  body  which  signed  the  deatl 
warrant  of  that  monster,  should  come  togethe 
in  the  very  hall  in  which  Jefferson,  Adams 
Franklin  and  their  compatriots  signed  the  deatl 
warrant  of  political  tyranny.  Let  us  prov( 
ourselves  worthy  of  our  ancestry,  nor  allow  | 
the  execution  of  the  bloody  Moloch  to  linge 
on  our  hands.  The  friends  of  temperance  an 
the  true,  and  the  only  true  friends  of  the  re 
public.  The  temperance  reform  is  destined  ti 
shower  down  on  this  commonwealth  th( 
richest  blessings  she  has  ever  enjoyed.  I 
will  save  to  the  citizens  enough  of  money  to  re 
lieve  her  from  crippling  insolvency,  to  pay  of 
her  enormous  debt,  and  to  wipe  from  her  cha 
racter  the  stain  of  bad  faith.  It  will  emptj 
the  lazar  house,  and  clothe  the  naked  and  feei 
the  hungry,  and  cast  off  chilling  penury.  I 
will  throw  open  the  doors  of  the  jail,  ani 
strike  the  manacles  from  the  doomed  captive, 
It  will  abolish  the  punishment  of  death, 
abolishing  its  ordinary  cause.  It  will  givi 
back  the  husband  to  his  wife,  and  restore  thi 
father  to  his  children,  and  pour  the  balm  o 
life  into  the  broken  heart,  and  direct  the  foot 
steps  of  many  a  wanderer  in  the  pathway  ic 
heaven.  These,  brethren,  are  our  purposes 
and  our  prospects.  Confiding  in  the  aid  ol 
that  Divine  Being  who  hath  hitherto  helped 
us,  let  us  move  forward  in  his  strength,  until 
not  a  drunkard,  nor  a  drunkard-maker  shall 
desecrate  the  earth. 


